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				Darth Vader had been a close friend of Obi-wan Kenobi, his former mentor in the Jedi Knights. Those were the days when the Republic was at the height of its glory and the Jedis protected the rights of all beings in the Galactic Empire in the name of the Force. More than any other disciple of Kenobi’s, Darth had a penchant for quickly grasping difficult galactic war strategy and intergalactic political concepts. Above all, Darth developed a deep respect for the power of the Force and all who knew its ways.

				In time, Darth himself became extremely knowledgeable in the ways of the Force and adroit in ways of appropriating its power. Judging from Kenobi’s sincere interest in teaching Luke Skywalker the ways of the Force, it isn’t difficult to imagine how fond he must have been of Darth Vader in those early days 
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				before the Dark Lord turned to evil. Sadly, Darth turned out to be Kenobi’s worst failure. obsession for power

				Despite Darth Vader’s brilliance and talents and mastery over the ways of the Force, his character had one serious flaw: the lack of moral value.

				When the New Order was in its early stages, it became ap-parent to Darth that the Jedi Knights would have to be eliminat-ed and that their days were numbered. So he switched allegiance and began using the power of the Force within him for evil pur-poses, in a conspiracy to help the corrupt Palpatine to seize con-trol of the government, and then the very universe itself. Appar-ently, Darth was so obsessed for more and more power that he was eager and willing to join evil forces to get what he wanted.

				An Ominous Name

				The name ‘’’Darth Vader” has an ominous, if not familiar evil ring to it. Perhaps it is because it so closely sounds like “dark invader.” And a dark invader Darth is. Black as his protective armor and grotesque breath mask are, the darkness in his evil mind and heart is blacker still. Using his power of the Force for evil, he eventually led the black-armored Imperial guards and white-armored stormtroopers on many invasions into the domain of the Republic, murdering, plundering and destroying all that was once good.

				The Betrayer

				Darth Vader had betrayed his fellow citizens of the Republic and had broken his oath as a Jedi Knight to uphold what is morally good through the power of the Force.

				As the Star Wars adventure raced on toward its tension-filled climax, we found Darth face-to-face with a powerful Jedi Knight—the last and most powerful one of them all, the one whom he had perhaps betrayed the most, Obi-wan Kenobi!

				Darth Vader represented the dark power of evil and Obi-wan Kenobi represented the forces of good. The confrontation was high in symbolism and many observers saw it as the classic struggle between good and evil—the good guy against the bad 
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				guy. It is the predominant theme in the movies, where the bad guys’ always wear black and the good ones always wear white.

				And now, here was the Dark Lord, towering high in his black semi-armor and hideous black breath mask, his black steel hel-met bearing a striking resemblance to the familiar steel pots of Hitler’s stormtroopers. Darth was totally evil, and everything about his presence left no question about it. Kenobi, on the other hand, possessed many good qualities because of his relationship with the Force—peace, submission, warmth and altruism. He even wore white robes, which gave him a saintly kind of appear-ance. Indeed, it was a confrontation between good and evil!

				Another Disciple, Another Betrayer

				Perhaps the greatest truth seen in this aspect of the parable of Star Wars is the betrayal of Jesus Christ by one of His trusted disciples, Judas Iscariot.	

				Jesus had been traveling the countryside with His disciples, performing miracles to testify to His claim that He was the Son of God. Many people were placing their faith in Him and this greatly disturbed the chief priests and the Pharisees. They called a meeting of the Sanhedrin to deal with the problem.

				“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many miraculous signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will put his trust in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our place (or temple) and our nation.”

				Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You know nothing at all! You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish.”

				He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, and not only for that nation but also for the scat-tered children of God, to bring them together and make them one. So from that day on they plotted to take his life.... The chief priests and Pharisees had given orders that if anyone found out where Jesus was, he should re-
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				port it so that they might arrest him (John 11: 45-53, 57).

				Judas, who was manager of the meager finances of the band of disciples and their leader, was so tempted for wealth that he allowed Satan to possess his soul, and agreed to lead the chief priests and Pharisees to Jesus (John 13:2).

				“He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me,’’ Jesus told His disciples, astounding them. “I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am he (God).... I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me.”

				His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. One of them, the dis-ciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. Si-mon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.” Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon. As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. “What you are about to do, do quickly,” Jesus told him, but no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. (John 13:18-28).

				The Garden of Betrayal

				Jesus had just finished praying for a lengthy period. He left the place where He was and took His disciples with Him across the Kidron Valley. There was an olive grove on the other side, and Jesus and His disciples went into it. The Bible tells us how the betrayal of Jesus was carried out:

				 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, be-cause Jesus had often met there with his disciples. So Ju-das came to the grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons

				Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you want?”
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				“Jesus of Nazareth,’ they replied.”

				“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.)

				When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?”

				And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”

				 “I told you that I am he,” Jesus answered. “If you are looking for me, then let these men go.”

				This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.”

				Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.

				Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?”’ 

				Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus (John 18 :2-12).

					Satan’s evil plot to destroy the Son of God was moving rapidly ahead. But would it work?

				 * * * * *
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